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1. 'then travellingm bthrough Czechoslovakia today, one finds rany rore contrast =
ing opinions than nicht be expected. It is nocessary to realize vhatb is ac-
tnally happening in Czechoslovakia, not only from the political and ecoroule
points of view i, andthis is most inportant, fronm the point of view of the
change in the soul and opinions of the average Czech citizen. At this {ime—
two years after February 1948--if one were able to look into the sonl of the
Czach citizen, one would £ind only chaos.

2, It ia difficult to say of what the Czech meople are thinking and what their
opinions are. It rmust not be formotten that the averapge Czech went through
the very unpleasant ordeal of the occuration vhich very strongly undermined
his stability, and that the Czech nation was exhausted after the wer and
neaded nursing and a gradval couvalescance. Instesd, it received another
heavy blow. There really is not a sinvle satisfied person in all of Gzecho-
slovakia, even if sone individuals--and thers are very few of them—-night
claim this. Aslde from the main and basic reasons of dissatisfaetlon, lack
of frecdon and fear, there are additional reasons such as exhausiion and dis-
arpointrent. The people at home are worh out, rorally exhausiedand -lisappointed,
not only by present events but also by all they have had to endurs during the
past years., There is no need %o emphasize that the Czech people do not want
this political situation er its present moverarent. This is a fact beyond
doubt, and there are very few who wuld take exception.

3, 'That 3g the wish of the Czechs? Do they lon~ for a return to the past? They
do not. 'hy? Can thoy no longer remenber their untarnished President liasaryk?
The exa~ple of rast days has ronained and ifasaryk is alive, perhars rore than
ever before, as a mymbol of truth and derwoeracy. Unfortunatelr there 1s anothor
reninder of the past vhich the poonle at hone gbill retaims wnen-loyrent and
econonie erisis, Thoy all exroricnced ths beautiful and pleasant 1life under
freedon, bubt there were some vho exploited this basie gquality of life for their
own main to puch an extont that althoush the weaker element liwved in freedom,
it was hardly able to surport itrelf. This shadow over thalt beautiful and
greab porisd, this festsring sore on the youn body of tho Nerublic, io the
ecauge for the rresent change in tha orinion of ths reorlo, and this ia how
deoply the roots of the prosant situvation exbend.

L. TIn spite of the love and sympathy for the mﬂt, it ruat be adnitied that al-
thoush 1% was & period of pgreat freedon and opporbunity, thers
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vas a lack of perfect humanoness. Those powerful and ruthless persons who
exploited all opportunities afforded by this freedom never considered whether
others could live decentlr. No ons noticed or considered the next fellow; no
one understood the wsaker, less enorgetic peraon. Of course it is not jusi,
correct,or humans for the weaker and less able to suffer because stronger in-
dividuals do not heed oven bisic human needs. Are not tho weaker enitltled io
a decent life, even if they lack the strength and ability to fisht for 11?2
Like any human being, they have ather good qualities,

5, This failure 1s used by the Communists most of all and has heen thelr strongest
propaganda weapon., Thoy utilised it even at the trial of Dr. Milada Horakova.
This beaubiful and glowing exarple of a heroic woman, with her fir statement
that she would remain faithful to the bequest and teachinga of T.G. Dasaryk, made
a great impression upon everyone, even upon the membora of the Comrunlat Party;
but the ormanizers of the trial attempted to belitile her by linking her with
persons who reminded the Czechs of the Previous ruthlessness of individuals .
Therefora, the Caochs are confused. The road to the old wmy of
lite is ompty and, with the exception of a few, no one geeks it. The past la
unconditionally behind the people, and nothing in left but the great moral end
apiritual bequeast of Masaryk.

6, Today, two years after the February events, the Cmochs must ackmowviesdge this
reality and face it even if they do not like it. It is useless to sesk for
or imanine something vleasant that no lonser exists. These are times of un-
cartainty and evolution,

7. Yhat is the solution? It is to find a wvay out of this confusion, to state the -
basic aims for a new and future 1life in Czechoslovakia; to find a perspective
vhich would bring new hope for all, or at least to the majority, for a better,
just, and more peacsful life, Hers liea the problem to the whole situation in
Czechoslovakia.

8. After the new, free way of life in Crechoslovakia is determined, there must be io~
cluded some measures which vndoubtodly helved the Commnists immensely and which
even today thoy are using fully. It doss not appear that the Communists in
Czechoslovakia maintain thsir power only by force, the secret police and the
SNR, Apart from these means, there are other very effectlve measures which
help them stay in power. One realizes this only if one lives in Czechoslovakia
and studies the thinkins of the people. The most Impoxtant measures ars the
law agsuring emplcyment o every citizen and the law providing national insurance.
fource rust state that these measures, at least for the present, help maintain
the Communists in vower more than do strong poilce action; he ia convineced of this
boyord any doubt. He ias not of eourse thinklng of the forced labor by those un-
fortunates who are unjustly porseented by the regime. He has in nind free cholce
of employment, and up to now ths majority of the people still have the opportunity
to work at Jobs they select., It is trus that today there are no unemplayed or
rartly wnemployed in the eounktry. Yhen one talks to the man on the sireet, one
hears that apart from slavery and foree, be fears unemployment most. To 81l
the criticiom and condemnation of various Communist methods--and source has
heard such criticismo-—-the Communisis, after ineffectively 4rying all other
meang, st11l succeed with this final argument: “Do you want the return of those
tines when you could be fired at any time? Do you want amin to live through

25X1A the days of unemploymont?® &the challsnse concerning national in-
suranece squally effective.

25X1A 9 W those measures | - ; --intain  25X1X
position ox this terrible repime ewen thouch such a large mmbsr of Ozechs
are Inowingly paying a high price for theme-their freedom. People are really

afraid of unemployment. It is.a pity that these effective measurss were not
at the disposal of demoeracy long bofore February 1948 so that the present

. ~.. rulers in Czechoslovakia might have been prevented from using them in such a
terrible mamner to exploit the frecdom of the Czech mation. The Czech people
would like to be assured that ths longed-for froedom will not bring with it times
of seconomic disturbancs and the astruggle for a minimm existence because they
are already wver~ oxhausted.
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foncerning the opinion of the Czach paople on international matters, a rmeh
clearer picture sxists. Evoryore is well aware of the ruthleas exploitation
of Czechaslovalkia by the "SSR and the usge of Czech industry only for war
rreparations by the leaders in the Kremlin., On this subject the opinions
are uniform. There is no unesrtainty but rather & firm although nemative
stand on the part of the whole nation which is united amainst the terrible
and, for Czechonlovakia, destructive "friendship" of the USSR. The hatred
of this eastern neighbor and i%ts leaders ig alike among all classes of the
ropulation, as it was of the Germans during the war. <*here 18 not the
slightest doubt about this. It is difficult to find in Czechoslovakia a
true surporter and enthusiast of the USCR and its horrible loaders, in spite
of the great affort and servility shown by the Prague repine to the US™R,
These signs of impotence of the Czoch Communists are rerugnant 4o every Czech.

Ths stand on war is a very nemative one and the feelings in Czechoslovakia

are aminst war. It is not possible to concaive of anyone fishting for Soviet
interests; Nor is there any desire to go
to war for any other reason. The army is cortainly unreliable for war TUPPOISS.
Thers is a great desire, however, to be rid of the Soviet influenca. There is
also great symrathy among all classes for a unification of Furope, The idea

of a2 United States of Burope, without any borders and obstacles betwean nations ’
doninates everyonais thinking and is spreading like wildfire,. This unification
is really the vish of all, and today the Czechs are rore Europe-misdsd than ever
bofore, In this respeet, source believes that the foreign radio ecould woll

‘asrve to spread information on the future disposition of affairs in Zurope and.

on the inclusion of Czechoslovakia, which 1s so well situabed in Europe, inko
the new framework. State borders in Burope must be abolished. Everyone is
awars of this need, and perhaps never bafore have the Czechs eraved froedom
of movenent so rueh.

It is 21so nueessary to discugs the results achleved by the present foreign
broadeasta in Cuechoalrralia, I it right to tell the Czechs about their

lack of froedom, about the injustice in the country, about all they must suffer,
when they themcelves live under these conditions? ILveryone in Czechoslovakia en-
counters this lack of freedom daily, he finds nhotasles econatantiv in his wv.
and his norves are weakened vy fear. Is it right Jor such a nrergon, when he
turns on his radio in the eveninp after a full day of troubles, moral lashing,
meetings and reeducation, to hear from abroad vhat he hinself has faced all
day? Does he have to relive this terrible and dark present which he, the
ordinary Czech worker, knows rmch bhalter than all the psople abroad? Doss

he want to know how many Commnists there are in ths eountry when he himself

Is a momber of the party which he hates and when at rresent he Is surrounded -
by Communist schooling, fulfillmert of plans. conpetition %o outdo ths othera,
and pretense at being an ardert Corrmnist?

Will these roports on the present terrible sitvation in Czechoslovakia take him
away from all these errors and disturbances? *1411 his sufferings be lsssened
by bein7 repeatedly told what he has to go through every day? Uafortunately all
this is well known to the average persofi. ‘Jhat ean give hin strength and from
vhere should he acquire hope for a bether future?

One leaves Czechoslovakia with rixed feelings. 'here is Czechoslovakia oing

and what do the raople expect of the fubure? Every Czech is tirved of polities,
political rmaneuvering, and rutual attacks. Daily he observes nothing but attacks,
eriticiom and swearings, e would 1like to lmow that there is a new ere in the
of'fing, a period of decency, without natred, a period of trpe freedom and humanity
Important to the man on the styeet is seeurdty in his job and thus né wrry abour
vpemployment. The Czech eitizen eraves reace; he wants to bs rid not only of
all terror and lack of froecdom but of all political quarreling. He wants a job
80 that he can earn a decent living for himself and his family. The people are
locking forward to a united, free Hureps without “rontiers, without enemies, ar’
without hatrad, : '

Source balieves that these are the wishes of the majority of the people, after
all their disappointments resulting from political quarrels. In splte of all
the prenent horror, hatred and injuatice, a new 1ife ig being born fronm the
gufferings of the past years. The Czechs should learn from their past and in-
clude in the new 1ife all that 4g besukiful and valuable which gave them strength
during the diffieult days;. thoy muet avoid all those mistakes that crused the
present situation. Magaryk's “cm“iag:A m,ﬁ?emahx;;. Rrlies today and vill apply

in the futare. Uvana it ] AL ’
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